Farm Weekly, Thursday 9th of October 2008
‘New Program to help regain rural focus’
Ever had the frustration of not being able to find something and then someone else walks in and puts their hands on it straight away?
 Often we can be looking right at something and not see what we need to see. A fresh pair of eyes can often see options and alternatives we have missed or hadn’t considered.

Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCSWA) can be this fresh pair of eyes and help primary producers, fishers and any other small rural business experiencing financial hardship or lack of direction, to regain focus and seek out viable and sustainable options to moving forward. 
The new contract has been awarded to North East Farming Futures Group (NEFF) from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) for the delivery of a free financial advice service.

While many of the services offered by others in the past remain in place, the new contract and the board of management, is committed to offering more to clients by way of assisting in assessing long term viability and sustainability options to rural and fishing and farming businesses.
Since being awarded the contract the new Executive Officer (Chris Wheatcroft) and the board have been working to establish suitable goals and protocols that will enhance the service. 
A strong emphasis has been placed on linking up, and working with, other relevant services that also provide a range of assistance programs throughout WA.

It is important to acknowledge the work already being delivered by many agencies and individuals throughout WA. However there are some situations that are missed by the current services.
The role of RFCS WA is to fill that niche and work with businesses and individuals to find satisfactory resolutions to the problems being encountered.
RFCS WA offers a free, confidential and mobile service throughout WA. There are currently rural financial professionals located in your region/community who are able to visit you in your home or business to discuss your financial situation.
Primary producers, fishers and rural small business owners are often dealing with a virtual storm (the whirl wind on our Brochure) of issues ranging from climate change, rising input costs to family commitments and community involvement. Whilst RFCS WA cannot prevent these issues or events occurring, our staff can help you to regain focus and develop options and alternatives for managing these factors by providing free professional support.

The Staff and board are committed to providing good support and better outcomes for rural and fishing businesses into the future.

